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1. Goals and structure of this volume 

The objectives of the present volume are the same as 
those of the foundations handbook and the didac-
tic suggestions in booklets 1–4: supporting the HLT 
instructors in shaping a classroom experience that is 
current and attractive and methodologically and di-
dactically as compatible as possible with regular class-
room education in the immigration country.

 However, the structure and the content concept 
of the volume “Teaching learning strategies and tech-
niques in HLT” differs from volumes 1–4. Whereas the 
suggestions and teaching proposals there were pri-
marily intended for the instructors, volume 5 is mainly 
comprised of teaching materials for students from the 
4th or 5th grade on. The materials would need to be 
tweaked and simplified to be age- appropriate for the 
younger students.

Part I

Part I is comprised of 15 pages (M1–15) with a se-
lection of concrete, easily understandable instructions 
for learning strategies and techniques. They concern 
the topics of practicing in general, using study tools, 
reading comprehension, writing, as well as test prepa-
ration and preparing for presentations. These pages 
are conceived as master copies and will be distributed 
to the students as copies. There is no particular se-
quential order, which allows the choice of materials to 
better support the current theme or kind of learning 
situation. For each learning technique, i. e., materials 
M1–15, there are recommendations for didactical im-
plementation. These can be found on the introduction 
pages of the five mentioned theme areas and offer 
the instructors hints and suggestions for the specific 
tasks. (It should be noted that, naturally, the work-
books 1–4 already point out hints for learning strate-
gies, see for example the writing strategies in volume 
1. The prompts there, however, are directed at the in-
structors, whereas volume 5 offers materials that are 
directly intended for the students. 

Part II

Part II contains a training program aimed at the pre-
requisites for successful learning and student success. 
The focus of this program – which is further described 
in chapter 4 below – is on the “unwritten rules” and 
their importance, particularly since complying with 
rules can be crucial or decisive for student success in 
the middle and northern European immigration coun-
tries. If we succeed in acquainting HLT students with 
these rules and work techniques and how they them-
selves can apply and use them, it would be an impor-
tant step toward equal opportunity. 

Introduction

Initial introduction

Preceeding the two practice parts is an introduction 
to the learning techniques and strategies in general 
(chapter 2), suggestions about the role of HLT in me-
diating these techniques (chapter 3), and suggestions 
for working with the referenced training program in 
Part II (chapter 4).

Regarding the origin of ideas

The current volume is closely oriented to, in part ver-
batim, the following titles by the same author and 
publisher: Basil Schader (2012, 2013): Mein schlau-
es Lernheft. Zürich, Orell Füssli. (My clever textbook). 
The “clever textbook” has not only proven its worth 
in Switzerland, it was also published in two Albanian 
edtions (Peja, 2012; Lausanne, 2013). The author‘s 
assembled learning techniques in those issues were 
partially shortened or summarized for inclusion in the 
present publication; the training program component 
was wholly integrated, however. The introduction, 
as well as the didactic suggestions and parts of the 
graphic design are totally new.

2. About the importance of learning 
strategies and techniques 

What becomes immediately apparent in looking 
through current teaching materials – particularly lan-
guage texts from the middle and northern European 
immigration countries – is that in contrast to earlier 
schoolbooks, they contain a great number of instruc-
tions, tips and techniques for individual learning. 
These suggestions directly address the students and 
support them with the following questions: 

 � How do you solve learning problems when  
reading?

 � How do you orient yourselves in reference  
works and on the internet?

 � How do you recognize what is important in  
reading a text?

 � How do you plan the structure of a text or  
a presentation?

 � How do you provide good feedback in a  
conversation?

 � How can you identify to which part of speech  
a word belongs?


